STONEHAM HIGH SCHOOL GRADE ENGLISH
REQUIRED SUMMER READING LIST 2017

GRADE 12
Levels: Inten/Comp
A.P. Lit–see separate list

We value high interest reading and reading choice. We hope these books will introduce you to new worlds,
experiences, and authors as well as keep your literacy skills sharp. These books will encourage you to think
about the Driving Question (DQ) “How do our actions reveal our character?”
Intensive, Comprehensive, and Transitional: You are required to read at least one book. Reading one, some,
or all of these will help answer the DQ. You do not have to take notes, but you are welcome to do so. Within
in the first two weeks of school, you will participate in a Socratic discussion and write an in-class journal as
you consider the Driving Question. These assessments will count as a quiz grade.
If you don’t read a book on this list, you may reference other books, blogs or articles you have read, or you
may refer to historical, personal, or current events for the discussion and journal assignment; in this case, the
highest possible grade will be a 75. Books may be ordered from The Book Oasis on Main Street or checked out
from the Stoneham Public Library.
How do our actions reveal our character?
*Easy **Medium ***Challenging
*They Called Themselves the KKK: The Birth of an American Terrorist Group by Susan Campbell Bartoletti.
In 1866, six young men pulled pillowcases over their heads, hopped on horses, and cavorted through the streets
of Pulaski, TN. They named their club the Ku Klux Klan. This is the story of how a secret terrorist group took
root in America’s democracy. Filled with chilling and vivid personal accounts unearthed from oral histories,
congressional documents, and diaries, this account from Newbery Honor-winning author Susan Campbell
Bartoletti is a book to read and remember. Very interesting.Many visuals. Nonfiction.
**Elle and Coach: Diabetes, the Fight for My Daughter's Life, and the Dog Who Changed Everything by
Stefany Shaheen, Mark Dagostino. True story of a mom of four who struggles to care for her daughter who
has Type 1 diabetes - and then along comes a service dog, Coach, who changes their lives in amazing ways.
Non-fiction.
*Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend by Matthew Dicks. Budo is Max's imaginary friend. He and the other
imaginary friends watch over their children until the day comes that the child stops imagining them. And then
they're gone. Budo has lasted longer than most imaginary friends - four years - because Max needs him more.
His parents argue about sending him to a special school, but Max is perfectly happy if everything is just kept
the way it is, and nothing out of the ordinary happens. Unfortunately, something out of the ordinary is going
to happen - and then he'll need Budo more than ever...Fiction.
*The Iron Trial by Holly Black. All his life, Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If
he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for
him. So he tries his best to do his worst - and fails at failing. Now the Magisterium awaits him. It's a place
that's both sensational and sinister, with dark ties to his past and a twisty path to his future. The Iron Trial is
just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to come . . .Fantasy. Series.
**The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch is the inspirational true story of one man's journey through life and his
aspiration to achieve his childhood dreams. After his diagnosis with pancreatic cancer, Pausch decided to give

a last lecture to his students and colleagues sharing life lessons learned. (Can be downloaded to PCs, iPods,
and MP3 players from Stoneham Public Library) Nonfiction.
**The Wild Truth by Carine McCandless. If you loved Into the Wild, but still had questions, read this book; the
real story of Chris’s life and his journey has not yet been told - until now by Chris’s beloved and trusted
sister. She witnessed, firsthand the dysfunctional and violent family dynamic that made Chris willing to embrace
the harsh wilderness of Alaska.. In this touching and deeply personal memoir, she reveals how she has learned
that real redemption can only come from speaking the truth. Nonfiction.
**All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, Brendan Kiely. Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both
American—face the unspeakable truth that racism and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights movement.
There’s a future at stake, a future where no one else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They
just have to risk everything to change the world. Fiction.
**The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. In the world of the near future, who will control women's
bodies? Offred may leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets
whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on
her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining
births, Offred and the other Handmaids are only valued if their ovaries are viable. The Handmaid's Tale is
scathing satire, dire warning, and tour de force. Mature readers. Dystopian Lit.
***The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World’s Most Notorious Nazi by
Neal Bascomb. In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the boss for the Nazis' Final Solution,
walked into the German mountains and vanished. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies captured him at a
bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the century's most important trials. A
blind Argentinean and his teenage daughter put themselves at great risk to help. Nonfiction.
***The Last Kingdom by Bernard Cornwell. If you like Game of Thrones, you will love this book. In the middle
years of the ninth-century, the fierce Danes stormed onto British soil, hungry for spoils and conquest. Kingdom
after kingdom fell to the ruthless invaders until only one realm remained. Suddenly the fate of all England—and
the course of history—depended upon one man, one king. Mature. Historical fiction.
***The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah. This is the epic story of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by
ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and freedom
in German-occupied, war-torn France in WWII--a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of
the human spirit and the durability of women. Historical fiction.
***Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer
when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in
need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal
justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a
notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political
machination, and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.
Nonfiction.

