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"I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I —
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference."

-- Robert Frost, "The Road Not Taken"
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The Month at a Glance

The Trustees of the Libr.

Will meet at 7 PM on Monday,
November 10th, in the Stoneham
Room. A hybrid option is also

available. All members of the
public are welcome to attend to comment or listen to the

proceedings.

If you are interested in view the meeting virtually, use the
following link to join: https:/ /bit.ly /SPLTrustees
or call in at +1 (646) 931-3860.

Meeting ID: 876 9866 6972
Passcode: 823496

Click here to learn more about our Trustees,

as well as to view minutes from past meetings.

The Friends of Stoneham Library
(FOSL) ==

Will hold their annual meeting at 9:15 —_ e

am on Saturday, November 8th, in the .

Friends of

Stoneham Room. Stoneham Library
#FOSL

All members of the public are
welcome to attend to comment and listen to the

proceedings.

Click here to learn more about our Friends group,

and to learn about how you can get more involved.

Closures/Holidays

The Stoneham Public Library
will be closed on Tuesday,

November 11th in observance



https://bit.ly/SPLTrustees
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/board-of-trustees/#toggle-id-2
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/board-of-trustees/#toggle-id-2
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/

of Veterans Day, and on
Thursday, November 27th,
and Friday, November 28th in
observance of Thanksgiving.

As always, our electronic
resources are available to patrons, even when the library is

closed. Also, many of our museum passes can be reserved

and used as an e-coupon (received through email).

Library of Things Highlight

Games, Games, Games!

With the barrage of holidays just around the corner (or
looming overhead), it's important to spend quality time
with friends and family. We'd like to highlight a number of
fun board and card games that can be checked out from our

Library of Things!

Apples to Apples

"A multi-player card game in which
the objective is to win the most
'‘Green Apple' cards. The game
includes two sets of cards: 'Red
Apple' cards, which include the
name of a person, place, thing, or
event, and 'Green Apple' cards,
which include the characteristic of a
person, place, thing or event."

Boggle

"A word game in which players try to find as many
words as they can from a grid of lettered dice, within a

set time limit."

Clue: Master Detective



https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-catalog/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/services/museum-passes/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/
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https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/

"A murder mystery board game
where players race to solve a
whodunit. Players collect clues,
eliminate options, and make
accusations to identify the
murderer, weapon, and location

= Eion: Suspeets, More Rooms, More Weapons

of the crime. Clue: Master
Detective, is an expanded version of the game featuring 12 rooms,
10 characters, and eight weapons with support for up to 10 players.
In addition to the regular cast, Clue Master Detective adds Miss
Peach, Monsieur Brunette, Madame Rose, and Sergeant Gray to the
list of suspects."

Off-Topic PUER
OFF Z
TOPIC

AHILARIOUS <}
ADULT PARTY GAME

b
An adult party game for those with quick wits, «E

short attention spans, and a flexible sense of

humor. Get together and have some laughs!

Risk
"A strategy board game of
diplomacy, conflict and
conquest for two to six
players. The standard version
is played on a board

depicting a political map of
the world, divided into 42 territories, which are grouped into six

continents."

Scrabble

"Get into some word- ECRABB ,,,,,,,

crafting with this classic

board-and-til A @ i
oard-and-tile game in & ﬂ >
which /) Eﬂ

two to four
players compete in

v EkT LLITER CEERTE

forming words with
lettered tiles on a 225-
square board; words spelled out by letters on the tiles interlock
like words in a crossword puzzle. Players draw seven tiles from a
pool at the start and replenish their supply after each turn."



https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/

Ticket to Ride

"A cross-country train adventure in which

players collect and play matching train cards to

claim railway routes connecting cities

throughout North America."

Uno

"The classic and beloved card game that’s easy
to pick up and impossible to put down! Players
take turns matching a card in their hand with
the current card shown on top of the deck either
by color or number. Special action cards deliver

game-changing moments as they each perform

a function to help you defeat your opponents. If

you can’t make a match, you must draw from the central pile! And
when you’re down to one card, don’t forget to shout “UNO!” The p :
first player to rid themselves of all the cards in their hand before
their opponents wins."

Yahtzee

"A dice game where players roll five dice to get the
highest score. It's a game of strategy and luck,
where players try to get certain combinations of
numbers."

Are you looking for personal
development?  Career  help?
Mental health services? You will

find  pamphlets and  lists

containing valuable information
about job searching, crisis hotlines, and other similar
resources on the shelf next to the reference desk. Stop over

and grab as many copies as you need!



https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/library-of-things/

Sunday Serenade:
A Benefit Concert to Support
the Stoneham Public Library

The following music program has been organized by Lauren
Cotter, Director of Events for the Friends of the Stoneham
Library. You can scan the QR codes featured in the image below,
or click here, to view more information about this event, to learn
about the performers, and to purchase tickets.



https://www.stonehamfriends.org/
https://www.stonehamfriends.org/events-CA7PM/benefit-concert-at-gbtc

BOSTON
! STAG]

FEATURING

TRISTAN OMAND &
PATRICK SYNAN

A night of indie folk music to support the
Stoneham Public Library

SUNDAY

November 2 ‘ 6pm;-8‘pm

’
‘ l Yok
? *% 5
W,

Tristan Omand Patrick Synan

395 Main Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 TICKETS

Stoneham Library Lawn Signs




LAWN SIGNS FOR
’ SALE! gg?gtgf& 0\ siionds ofthe

\v
DONATE TO SUPPORT THE LIBRARY'S
PROGRAMMING BUDGET!

I PAY AT THE CIRCULATION

DESK OR PAY ONLINE
STONEHAM USING THIS CODE!
PUBLIC

4 N
LIBRARY SCAN HERE!

gt ]

ON SALE
FOR

S15  THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

Ask a librarian at the main circulation desk if you wish to purchase
one (or as many as you need for friends and family)!

Teen E-Waste Initiative

Got e-waste? Thanks to
two local teenagers, the
Stoneham Public Library
will be participating in

an  electronic waste

removal program. Bring

your batteries, cell phones, CDs, and any other electronic

devices in your house that you wish to get rid of! A bucket



(pictured above) can be found on the turquoise table next to
the public printer/photocopier. The receptacle will be
emptied periodically, and items will be recycled properly.

Adult Services

Wednesdays

Documentary Wow! Discussion
American Experience:
Minding the Gap (2018)

November 12th @ 6:30 pm
Zoom

Join us as we discuss this month's Documentary

Wow! selection, Minding the Gap (2018). Click here to register for

this program.

Film Club Discussion
Harry and Tonto (1974)

November 19th @ 6:30 pm
Zoom

Join the Film Club to discuss this month's

selection, Harry and Tonto (1974). Dave will

send out the Zoom link on the day of the
discussion. Click here to register for this program.

Thursdays

Chess Club Drop-in
Every Thursday @ 7 pm
The Stoneham Room OR
The Teen Zone OR
Glass Office

This drop-in program is for
anyone looking to play chess



https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/documentary-wow-discussion-27/
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/film-club-27/

with others. There will not be a

staff member leading the Che SS ClUb

meeting. Meetings will take n

place at 7pm on every Thursday DRO P_IN \
of the month, in the Stoneham i 1
Room, the Teen Zone, or the a8

Thursday on which Chess Club I

o
for Adults is held. While some . —
chess boards will be provided,

7 -

Glass  Office.  except the . . J Q
|

C

players are also encouraged to bring their own boards.

No registration required. Age demographic is for individuals who
are 18 years or older. See our calendar or our programming board
in the library lobby for each evening's location.

Contact Matthew:
msowyrda@noblenet.org
781-438-1324

Embroidery with YuChin L \
November 13th @ 7 pm

The Teen Zone

& /7
“Embroidery with YuChin” is a ; l

monthly workshop held at the

.
L

-

Stoneham Library. The 1.5 hour event takes place from 7:00 pm -
8:30 pm on the third Thursday of each month (though the date
may change due to holiday or weather conditions). Since its

N

g

inception in October 2024, many members have found it a source
of fun and joy. Beginner and new members are encouraged to join,
with hours for new members from 7:45 pm - 8:30 pm. Registration
is required as capacity is limited to six seats. Please stop by to learn
more about embroidery

Age limit: 15 years and older.

Note: Materials will be provided in class by the instructor. Do not
attend the workshop if you're experiencing any sick symptoms.

The Enchanted Pages Society



https://stonehamlibrary.org/events-programs/calendar/
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/embroidery-with-yuchin-13/

Reads: A Fate Forged in Fire by
Hazel McBride

November 20th @ 7 pm

The Stoneham Room

Join our most magical book club, The
Enchanted Pages Society, where
fantasy lovers unite to explore magical
worlds and unforgettable adventures.
Dive into spellbinding books, discuss
captivating plots, and connect with
fellow readers! We meet on the last

Thursday of the month! Pick up a copy of this month's title, A Fate
Forged in Fire by Hazel McBride, at the main circulation desk.

Registration is encouraged, but not required. People ages 16 and

up are welcome.

Click here to learn more about this title, and to register for this

program.

Questions? Contact Anna:
apowers@noblenet.org.

Fridays

Documentary Wow! Screening
American Experience:
Minding the Gap (2018)

November 7th @ 1 pm
The Stoneham Room

This month's selection is Minding the
Gap (2018).

"Filmmaker Bing Liu searches for correlations between his
skateboarder friends' turbulent upbringings and the complexities
of modern masculinity."

All film screenings are free and open to the public. Registration not
required. Due to budget cuts, we can no longer provide snacks.



https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/5437935?searchId=2037857&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/5437935?searchId=2037857&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/the-enchanted-pages-society-15/
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4718816?searchId=2072766&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4718816?searchId=2072766&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex

Rated: Not Rated

Run Time: 1h 33m

Genres: Documentary, Sport

Directed by: Bing Liu

Starring: Kent Abernathy, Mengyue Bolen, Nina Bowgren

Friday Movie Matinee Ved EEARET SRRV ket

Harry and Tonto (1974) H 151 R R 2%
November 14th @ 1 pm - —
The Stoneham Room

We will hold a viewing of this month's

Film Club choice, Harry _and

Tonto (1974).

"When his apartment building is torn

down, a retired lifelong New Yorker
goes on a cross-country odyssey with his beloved cat Tonto."

All film screenings are free and open to the public. Registration not
required. Due to budget cuts, we will no longer be able to provide
snacks.

Rated: R

Run Time: 1h 55m

Genres: Adventure, Comedy

Directed by: Paul Mazursky

Written by: Paul Mazursky, Josh Greenfeld
Starring: Art Carney, Ellen Burstyn, Rene Enriquez

Special Programs

Author Talk with Joseph Lee
Wednesday, November 5th @ 2 pm (Virtual)*

You're invited to learn from
journalist and author Joseph Lee
as he talks about his stirring
memoir, Nothing More of This

Land: Community, Power, and



https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/2324750?searchId=2072817&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/2324750?searchId=2072817&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/5459347?searchId=2037913&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex

the Search for Indigenous

NOTHING MORE |

OFTHIS LAND  Identity. In it, he explores
Jif-::{ud: ~ Indigenous identity in proximity

to land that serves as an iconic
vacationing spot for the
wealthy-the “island paradise”

JOSEPH LEE
e e

Martha’s Vineyard.

Joseph Lee is an Aquinnah
Wampanoag writer based in
New York City. He has an MFA
from Columbia University and teaches creative writing at Mercy
University. His writing has been published in The Guardian,
BuzzFeed, Vox, High Country News, and more. He was a Margins
Fellow at the Asian American Writers Workshop and a Senior
Indigenous Affairs Fellow at Grist.

Featuring beautifully illustrated portraits by Gloria Félix, this is a
book that children (and adults) will page through and learn from
again and again. A must have for every school and home library to
help students understand the American story!

Click here to register for the program.

*PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A VIRTUAL PROGRAM. See our
calendar for more details. This program is funded by the Friends of

the Stoneham Library. You will receive the link in the confirmation .
and reminder emails - make sure to check your spam folder for
them if they do not appear in your inbox. The email will be coming

from Zoom.

Author Talk with Amanda Peters
Thursday, November 13th @ 7 pm (Virtual)*

Join us in conversation with
acclaimed writer Amanda Peters
as we discuss her instant
bestselling  novel, The Berry

Pickers, as well as her tender

short fiction collection, Waiting
for  the Long Night Moon:



https://libraryc.org/stonehamlibrary/99965/register
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/43edfc4e-5c67-b32a-0387-f1e8375fbde0-eng/Home?searchId=2037985&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/626ed2f7-6169-aff6-cb6b-d7921dd8d20d-eng/Home?searchId=2037995&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex

Stories.

Influenced by Peters” own

Picke

Berry /

Mi'kmaq heritage, The Berry

Pickers is a riveting exploration
'
-3

g/
CAmanda
Peters <%

of family, grief, and the bonds
we share.

Amanda Peters is a mixed-race

woman of Mikmaq and
European ancestry, born and
raised in the Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia. Her short fiction and
non-fiction have been published in The Antigonish Review, Grain
Magazine, The Alaska Quarterly Review, The Dalhousie Review,
and Filling Station Magazine.

Click here to register!

*PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A VIRTUAL PROGRAM. See our
calendar for more details. This program is funded by the Friends of

the Stoneham Library. You will receive the link in the confirmation
and reminder emails - make sure to check your spam folder for
them if they do not appear in your inbox. The email will be coming

from Zoom.

Author Talk with Charles Duhigg
Tuesday, November 18th @ 2 pm (Virtual)*

Charles Duhigg, author of the
bestselling books 7he Power of Habit
and Smarter Faster Better, presents the

CHARLES

percommun

ultimate guide on how to communicate

J
supercommuni
supercommunicato
supercommunicator
supercommunicators

and connect with anyone at work,

home, and in life in his latest work,

S Uperconin unicators. \
k

In this groundbreaking book, Charles Duhigg unravels the secrets
of the supercommunicators to reveal the art - and the science - of
successful communication. He unpicks the different types of
everyday conversation and pinpoints why some go smoothly
while others swiftly fall apart. He reveals the conversational
questions and gambits that bring people together. And he shows

X
Y

.

-’


https://libraryc.org/stonehamlibrary/100570
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/7e132c55-1f08-525f-31f9-ec2e5dcc7e65-eng/Home?searchId=2038029&recordIndex=2&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/848c10ce-03b5-a88d-7eff-f98284b8e23d-eng/Home?searchId=2038032&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/d18ec543-ec3d-a267-d099-dc081ac096ea-eng/Home?searchId=2038024&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex

how even the most tricky of encounters can be turned around. In

the process, he shows why a CIA operative was able to win over a
reluctant spy, how a member of a jury got his fellow jurors to view
an open-and-shut case differently, and what a doctor found they
needed to do to engage with a vaccine skeptic.

Charles Duhigg is a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist
and the author of Supercommunicators, The Power of Habit and
Smarter Faster Better. A graduate of Harvard Business School and
Yale University, he is a winner of the National Academies of
Sciences, National Journalism, and George Polk awards. He writes
for The New Yorker and The New York Times Magazine, and was
the founding host of the Slate podcast How To! with Charles
Duhigg.

Register and submit author questions here!

*PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A VIRTUAL PROGRAM. See our
calendar for more details. This program is funded by the Friends of

the Stoneham Librarv. You will receive the link in the confirmation

and reminder emails - make sure to check your spam folder for
them if they do not appear in your inbox. The email will be coming
from Zoom.

Youth Services

The Junior Library
renovation is well
underway!

The Junior Library renovation is >

well underway! The Junior Room

will be in its new (temporary)
location, the Marcy Room until the

renovation is complete!

L W
- ‘4\\

L W
S


https://libraryc.org/stonehamlibrary/101175
https://stonehamlibrary.org/about/friends-of-the-library/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/books-more/youth-services/

For more information on what led to the renovation, please

visit this page on our website.

To keep up with the progress of the renovation, and for

frequently asked questions, please visit this page on our

website.

Wednesdays

Mini Makers . \
Wednesday @ 10:30 am _MINI— —

Marcy Room

Visit the temporary Junior library (on
the first floor!) for a casual coloring

time. Miss Melissa will have a fun

craft for young kiddos to do! We
have very limited space while in our temporary spot, so sign up is
required!

Registration is required. Register for each of the following sessions:

November 5th | November 12th | November 19th

Fridays

-
(2

While Babytime is paused (as ©a ‘ @' °®@
our renovation winds down and @ h a &
<

Caregiver Chat 4 \
O
Every Friday@ 10 am \) ._:Q

Teen Zone

it's too cold to go outside), we

want to provide a place for

parents, nannies, and caregivers .

of infants to come and chat. Get out of the house, give the baby a
new spot to look around, and talk to some other caregivers.

This is a drop-in style program for you to meet with other infant



https://stonehamlibrary.org/blog/announcements/carnegie-wing-renovation/
https://stonehamlibrary.org/junior-library-renovation-in-the-carnegie-wing/
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/mini-makers/
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/mini-makers-2/
https://stonehamlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/mini-makers-3/

caregivers! No registration required.

Book Lists

All in the Family

e Family matters

e Thanksgiving and other
holidays

Native American Heritage
o Culture
e Film
e History

e [iterature

Farm-a-C
e Agriculture
e Health & Medicine

Truth or Scare

o Real-life paranormal

encounters
e Haunted history,

parapsychology
e Crime & unsolved mysteries

Staff Reviews

Harry and Tonto (1974)
Dave Huygens



https://stoneham.noblenet.org/MyAccount/MyList/2551
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/MyAccount/MyList/2552
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/MyAccount/MyList/503
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/MyAccount/MyList/674

A s Harry and Tonto (1974)
begins, Harry Coombes (Art
Carney), a former English
teacher in his seventies, is
evicted from his New York
apartment just ahead of the
wrecking  ball.  Spouting

verses from King Lear, he's
carried out by the police on
his favorite easy chair, holding his cat, Tonto, while his eldest
child, (Phil Bruns) is standing by to take Harry to the suburbs.

Feeling out of place, Harry soon leaves for Chicago to visit his
daughter (Ellen Burstyn). When airport security gives him trouble
with Tonto, he decides to take a Greyhound bus, which doesn't
work out, either--so he buys an old used car. From that point on,
the film becomes a series of adventures, as Harry meets a runaway,
an old love, various relatives, and a myriad of eccentrics. As the
country opens up, west of Chicago, Harry's perspective opens up,
as well.

Co-written and directed by Paul Mazursky, this modestly
budgeted comedy-drama was the sleeper hit of its year, winning a
Best Actor Academy Award for the fifty-nine-year-old Carney. The
cast includes Ellen Burstyn (who also won an Academy Award

that year--for Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore), Larry Hagman,
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Arthur Hunnicutt, Josh Mostel, Melanie
Mayron, and Herbert Berghof. Harry and Tonto is a quirky and
delightful film that will make you laugh, and warm your heart.



https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4364235?searchId=2073600&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex

is always room for improvement, and it is never too late to learn
how to play. Perhaps most importantly, the point is to have fun!
Ever since I started the library's chess club program last fall (now

meeting every Thursday at 7 p.m.), I have been studying the
various aspects of the game, and playing on Chess.com -- partly for
personal enjoyment, and partly to get better at it (which can be a
joy in itself). I suggest that interested readers do the same.

An excellent place to start is Learn to
Play Chess Like a Boss (pictured, left) by
Boston-born chess champion Patrick

Wolff. In this comprehensive book,
Wolff covers everything in chess, from
the first move to checkmate. In addition
to important things like reading and
writing chess notation, each chapter is

punctuated with exercises that are
designed to test the reader's
understanding at every step of the way. For more extensive
reading, check out some of the classics in this department, such as
Capablanca's Chess Fundamentals, and Lasker's Manual. Younger

players may benefit from reading 7he Kids' Book of Chess by
Harvey Kidder.

Once you have grasped the basics, you
may want to take your game to higher
levels. One way to do this is to amass a
repertoire of opening moves. For this, I
recommend I. A. Horowitz's Chess |
Opening: Theory & Practice. Also, it is a

good idea to analyze games (both those
of grandmasters, and of your own), to
observe how they can be won (and lost,
and drawn). There are many annotated
publications that contain classic games,
including Morphy Chess Masterpieces by Fred Reinfeld, Bobby

Fischer's My 60 Memorable Games (pictured, right), and
Tartakower's 500 Master Games (the last two titles being available

via the Commonwealth Catalogue).

Minding the Gap (2018)

Dave Huygens

& ™



https://stonehamlibrary.org/events-programs/calendar/
https://www.chess.com/
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4389500?searchId=1907828&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/4fc614fa-ad0a-4d1b-77da-694b4cc0bbc1-eng/Home?searchId=1907831&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/GroupedWork/2f6648e7-c9cd-0298-dcc4-70e829ca535f-eng/Home?searchId=1907841&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4129827?searchId=1987454&recordIndex=10&page=6&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/4129827?searchId=1987454&recordIndex=10&page=6&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/2151277?searchId=1907849&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://stoneham.noblenet.org/Record/2151426?searchId=1907902&recordIndex=1&page=1&referred=resultIndex
https://commonwealthcatalog.org/home?cid=massvc&lid=massvc

Minding the Gap (2018) takes
place over almost a decade in
modern-day Rockford, Illinois,
where three young guys who
originally bonded over their love
of skateboarding are suddenly
facing adulthood. Zack's
girlfriend is pregnant. Keire can only find work as a dishwasher.
Bing is making a skate film with his friends--but the film soon
starts to focus more on their personal lives.

As more facts come out, we discover that all three young men have
experienced some form of domestic trauma, and that abuse has
been a family pattern in all their lives. While this seems like a
downbeat subject, and there are certainly emotionally devastating
moments, all three guys have a certain youthful optimism and a
belief in themselves. There's heartbreak, but also hope, and
humor.

A. O. Scott of the New York Times called the film "an astonishing
debut feature--a rich, devastating essay on race, class, and
manhood in 21st-century America." Writing in The New Yorker,
Richard Brody said that skateboarding is "merely the background
and context for the film," whose "substance--domestic trauma,
systemic racism, and economic dislocation--is also the very stuff of
society. It's a film of vast scope and political depth." Winner of
numerous accolades, including a Peabody Award, the New York
Film Critics' award for Best Documentary Feature, and an
Academy Award nomination, Minding the Gap is a one-of-a-kind
experience.
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